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Domestic violence affects as many as one in four 
Orthodox women, yet few victims speak out or 
seek help to end abusive relationships because of 
cultural constraints. Shalom Task Force works to 
give these women a voice through its anonymous 
abuse hotline, as well as legal and psychological 
support. It also brings awareness and education 
programs to Orthodox communities to help prevent 
intimate partner violence before it starts.

STF recognizes that many Orthodox couples enter 
into marriage without having had much time to get 
to know each other or develop realistic expectations 
of their relationship. In response, it brings culturally 
specific education workshops to Jewish schools, 
seminaries, and yeshivas to teach adolescents how 
to identify a relationship as healthy or unhealthy. It 
also provides instruction on communication skills and 
positive conflict resolution. Its Safe Dating: College 
Edition initiative addresses hot-topic issues related to 
relationships and trends that today’s students face on 
campus, such as identifying healthy versus toxic dating 
patterns, recognizing red flags, and understanding 
the impact of societal pressures like social media on 
relationships. It does this though a mix of workshops, 
confidential support, and peer-to-peer programming 
that maintains sensitivity to the feelings of shame 
surrounding dating and domestic violence. STF’s 
education programs, which have reached 20,000 
young adults in the U.S. and Israel, are giving the 
next generation of Orthodox men and women the 
tools and knowledge they need to prevent abusive 
relationships, along with safe spaces where they can 
talk freely and openly about this once-taboo topic. 
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